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resh off the press in the Spring, Renegades! With the semester coming to an end, we would like to share some senior 
interviews and tips for spring testing as well as some current news including the Russian Invasion, ‘Don’t Say Gay’ 
Bill, and more. This edition blends hefty and light topics to kickstart the season and transition us to the end of the 
semester–have a beautiful month, Renegades!

Staff Spotlight

Writer: Taylor Ward

Editor: Baylie Bybee

This issue’s Staff Spotlight
is going to the Northwest
office manager who is
beloved by all Northwest
students, Mrs. Lani Naito.
Many students mention how
Mrs. Naito is an excellent
and caring advisor.

The former math teacher
turned office manager has
wisdom beyond her years for
incoming and current
Nevada State High School
students. She suggests that
“meeting with current
Nevada State High School
students is a notable
investment to make in your
academic career, especially
here [NSHS] because it is
such a different environment
for most kids. Asking another
student who has already

Senior Interviews

Writer: Thalia Hart and Taylor Ward

Editor: Jocelyn Davis-Coronado

With the 2021-2022 school year coming to an end, 
Thalia and I decided to reach out to some seniors to get  
words of wisdom, their unfiltered advice, and honest 
testimonials about attending Nevada State High School.

Students like Ava Hurry and Dakotah Johnson
describe how their
most notable
experiences have
taken place
during social
events. Hurry
saying, “Once you
get used to them
[social point
events] when you
meet people in the
same boat as you
it's so fun.” And
Johnson in
agreement, “I met
most of my
friends on the
social point
events, especially

the hiking ones, so they’re great icebreakers for 
sure.” Whereas students like Colter Niemann and Ashley 

Scott mentioned the 2021 UCLA/Knott’s trip taken 
during the summer was “...Really fun, and honestly I 

met like most of my friends there; it was the first big 
2022 moment seniors had, especially since most of our 
school year had been online previously. When you do 

social points, it doesn’t really seem like it counts 
because there are more juniors there than anything. It 
was a nice moment to have and I am looking forward 

to the grad trip because

Fun April Fools Pranks

to Try at Home

Writer: Lukas Hu

Editor: Alivia Roberts

April is finally here!
What better than to kick
off the month with April
Fool’s Day, a holiday filled
with pranks to fool all your
friends and family! If
you're stumped trying to
brainstorm some tricks for
the occasion, here are
some suggestions.

Prank #1: The first
prank you can do is fool
your loved ones with a
lollipop. You can do this by
removing the wrapper to a
lollipop and replacing the
candy with something they
may despise such as
brussels sprouts. Next,
simply re-wrap it and fool
them into eating it. Their
reaction will be priceless!

Prank # 2: A text
bubble indicates that the
other user is typing, and
sometimes, you might find
yourself on the edge of
your seat waiting to read
what the user is typing.
Another harmless prank



been through the process is
something that I highly
suggest because it can take
you a long way.”

Naito also stresses the
importance of organization.
Specifically, “keeping things
like an agenda or calendar is
something every person
should do, not just students.
It is so easy to get lost and
overwhelmed. Organization
and preparation help you
stay on top of things and lead
you to be more successful in
not only the academic aspect
of life but all categories, like
your social and mental
well-being.”

When I asked Mrs. Naito
about her favorite part of
being an office manager, she
expressed that “being an
office manager means every
day is different: nothing is
always the same or each day
like the next, which is
something I love. Interacting
with what is going on at my
campus and the students
here is a great feeling.”

Thank you for all that you
do, Mrs. Naito!

Follow us on Instagram!

@nevada_state_herald

it’s going to be like that, but way more intense, in a fun 
way!”

As for the imparting wisdom, a lot of the 
students had some real advice to give, standing out  were 
Abrak Woubante, Autumn Shulkusky, and Rae Justice. 
When asked what academic advice  she would give to  
incoming students, Abrak went on to say, “ It is so 
imperative to know all your resources, things that  
Nevada State High
School provides
themselves, like
tutoring and  
advisors, but also 
your colleges; from 
CSN to GBC, a lot of
them have online
databases for
students to take 
advantage of that’s 
full of free 
information but no 
one knows because it 
isn’t always 
advertised by your 
professors. Also,
at NSHS you really need to learn know how to degree plan 
so you're only taking classes you need to take and not 
filling up your semester with useless classes.” Shulkusky 
states: “Be prepared for how different NSHS is from 
traditional high school and get ready to get out of the high 
school environment and step into a college environment.

I know this has probably 
been said before, but 
writing down  assignments 
helps your success. In fact, 
the app I use is called My 
Study Life. And it is 
important to note that you 
can and will get 
overwhelmed easily but it is 
necessary to  step back, take 
a deep breath, and 
remember to not 
over-schedule yourself.” 

Justice finishes us off by saying “If you're struggling, 
don't be afraid to ask for help. You have to put your pride 
aside and ask for help when you need it.”

With that being said, thank you class of 2022! I 
can't wait to see you all do amazing things. Check out the 
rest of the interviews on our Instagram!

you can do is to send 
someone a gif of a text 
bubble, causing them to 
think you’ve been writing a 
long text for hours. It’ll 
drive them crazy!

Prank # 3: If you want 
to pull a prank with a 
group, a fun one you can 
do is to have multiple 
people call your victim at 
random times throughout 
the day, asking for the 
same random person of 
your choosing. With any 
luck, your victim will get 
super annoyed and have 
suspicions about who has 
leaked their phone 
number.

These pranks are all 
super fun, and, if 
done right, they can mess 
with those who you 
choose to prank. Enjoy 
pranking everyone!

Email us at

nevadastateherald@gmail.com



The Infamous “Don’t

Say Gay” Bill in a

Nutshell

Writer: Esther Brownstein

Editor: Baylie Bybee

Since February, House
Bill 1557, AKA the “Don’t Say
Gay” bill, has seen much
media coverage. A myriad of
resources explains this bill’s
detriments. Specifically,
gender-and-sexuality diverse
youth are at risk for bullying
and mental health concerns;
a discriminatory bill only
makes conditions worse for
this at-risk group.

I won’t explain this bill’s
effects on
gender-and-sexuality diverse
individuals. My goal is
merely to explain the bill’s
content.

HB 1557 was drafted by
Florida house
representatives. This bill’s
nutshell intent is granting
parents autonomy of
students’ education. Of the
twenty-odd items in the bill,
two caught media attention.

The first states Florida
school administrations can’t
allow teachers to not tell

their students’ parents if a
student is making a decision
that will affect their “mental,
emotional, or physical
well-being.” If you’ve heard
the “Don’t Say Gay” bill
encourages teachers to
inform gender-and-sexuality
diverse students’ parents that

Russian Invasion Updates

Writer: Jade Leanne Supnet

Editor: Lukas Hu

As of mid-February, the full-scale invasion of Ukraine
commenced.1 There have been multiple events of air shelling and
explosions around northern and southeastern Ukraine as “the
largest such military operation in Europe since the end of World
War II.” Chernihiv is one of the many cities that has fallen victim
to these airstrikes as shelling inhibits safety in the area.2 Many
civilians continue to evacuate to neighboring countries as Russian
forces continue to advance toward Kyiv.3

After just 14 hours, Russia has disabled some of Ukraine’s
military infrastructure. This has prompted NATO to activate
Article 4—which allows member states to start consultation
whenever they believe that the territorial integrity, independence
or security of any ally is at risk. The UN voted 141-5 to condemn
Russia for invading Ukraine.4 British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson told NATO during a call that “Britain would move to
impose sanctions against Putin and Lavrov. The EU said it would
move to freeze Putin’s assets.”5 As a result, these actions have
devastated the  Russian economy.6

A few days later, Kyiv’s citizens prepared for the Russian
assault as missiles spread across Ukraine by helping both
servicemen and civil defense members.7 Russia has destroyed
clean drinking water and gas services, causing the number of
Ukrainian refugees to skyrocket.

On March 2nd, an NPR interview with Volodymr
Omelyan—in Ukraine’s territorial defense forces in
Kyiv—emphasizes a special perspective behind Russia’s attacks.8

He says, “...yesterday, near Kharkiv, the best brigade of Russia
was totally destroyed by a small Ukrainian group. And like
payback for that, they simply dropped vacuum bomb on Kharkiv
yesterday night and killed many civilians.”

Two days after the interview, radioactive activity increased
after Russian artillery strikes hit a radioactive waste repository.
Regarding the Zaporizhzhia nuclear plant in the southeastern city

Study Tips for your

ACTs, SATs,

WorkKeys

Writer: Chloe Grant

Editor: Lukas Hu

Studying is draining.
There’s no way around it.
Thankfully, with the right
skills and resources,
conserving your energy
after studying for a
grueling test doesn’t have
to be as hard as you might
think. Get ready for some
tips for your next study
session that might leave
you feeling refreshed
instead of exhausted.

1) Finding the proper
resources

If you’re not sure where to
begin, the official websites
for the ACT, SAT, and
WorkKeys always have
some sort of free
preparatory you can use
before taking the actual
test. You can find these
courses through act.org
and collegeboard.org for
the ACT, WorkKeys, and
SAT respectively. Still
having trouble? I
personally recommend the
ACT prep app by Varsity
Tutors. It’s free to
download and challenges
you with a question every
day to help you start
studying in a small way.

2) Knowing your limits
A lot of us try to trick
ourselves into thinking



their children are
gender-and-sexuality
diverse, that is the source.
Notably, legislators clarified
that teachers should stay
silent should the disclosed
information result in abuse
on the student’s end.

The second prohibited
“discussion about sexual
orientation or gender
identity” in grades K-3. The
drafters have yet to define
what this entails. They use
almost entirely subjective
terms like “age-appropriate”
and
“developmentally-appropriat
e.” Should teachers no longer
teach women’s history
because it discusses gender
identity? What about family
trees? Surely that involves
instruction on sexual
orientation.

That is the content of the
“Don’t Say Gay” bill.

of Enerhodar, the
U.N.'s International
Atomic Energy Agency
chief, Rafael Mariano
Grossi, said a Russian
“projectile” hit a
training center, not
any of the six
reactors.” The attack
alarmed many
countries in fear of
“dwarfing” the nuclear
disaster at Ukraine’s Chernobyl from 1986.9

Despite the multiple explosions and town raids, Russian
troops were allegedly unaware of their mission as one of them
said, “I didn’t know what our mission was…I was just part of a
convoy and that’s all…we weren’t given any specific objectives by
our higher commanders.”10

As a result, Russia and Belarus have been banned from the
World Cup and the Olympics.11 The IOC EB issued in a resolution:
“In order to protect the integrity of global sports competitions
and for the safety of all the participants, the IOC EB recommends
that International Sports Federations and sports event organisers
not invite or allow the participation of Russian and Belarusian
athletes and officials in international competitions.” However,
this excludes the 2022 Eurovision Song Contest in which “Russia
will be allowed to participate in this year's Eurovision Song
Contest, despite launching a military assault on neighbouring
Ukraine.” The competition was deemed as a "non-political
cultural event" and organizers planned to host entrants from both
Russia and Ukraine at the event in May.12
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that studying with a friend
or trying to grind
something out for two
hours straight are
productive uses of our
study time. While some
are perfectly capable of
being productive like this,
others are not. If you like
having a study buddy, or
simply need help
reminding yourself to take
a break, try a studying
assistance app like Study
Bunny or Focus Plant. This
is great for those who get
distracted checking their
phones and need to be
reminded of their task (if
you’re anything like me).

Remember to keep
yourself healthy,
Renegades!
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About the Editor

Writer: Blen Teka
Editor: Dianna Choummanyvong

Hi Renegades, I’m Blen Teka! I’m one of the awesome
Herald editors. I enjoy reading through and perfecting the
delivery of our writers; it’s 
one of my favorite activities. 
I hope you all enjoy reading 
them as much as I do.

In regards to school, I 
recently got elected as the 
Southwest President after 
enjoying my historian 
position for over six months 
and deciding to update my 
role. I’m sure the job will not 
be easy, but I know it’ll be 
rewarding and beneficial.
Plus, it looks great on college apps ;) As a prom committee
member, I learned how to organize huge events, fundraise
money, and market events that’ll help with my future
business aspirations. While in the yearbook committee, I
learned how to collect remarkable memories beautifully.
Outside of school, I aspire to be in the software
development/programmer field. I love solving big problems
with technology. Currently, I’m preparing for a Digital
Marketing Internship to get more experience in my area.
We’ll be working with Facebook and Microsoft to help
promote big companies through different platforms. I’m
also a nature enthusiast. I made my entire family start
recycling and saving water. We only have one Earth, and I
plan on protecting it before it’s too late.

There are three things that determine my character:
my relationship with God, my family, and my ethnicity. God
is the first that determines my personality and has made me
the person I am today. My family has shown me the
meaning of fellowship and teamwork. They built me up and
taught me how to love and appreciate myself. They have also
taught me how to be giving and generous through the love
they have shown strangers and visitors. Before I am
American, I am a Tigrawetiy, boldly claiming my ethnicity.
They have taught me to be slow to anger and hate and to
show love when it is the hardest to do so.

About the Editor

Writer: Jocelyn Davis-Coronado
Editor: Dianna Choummanyvong

Hello everyone! My name is Jocelyn Davis-Coronado. 
I am currently a senior at the NSHS Southwest Campus. I 
am seventeen and have lived in Las Vegas my whole life. 
Some of my hobbies include thrift shopping, reading, playing 
cards, and swimming. I just joined the Durango swim team, 
and we compete every Saturday. My favorite book series is 
“The Raven Cycle” by Maggie Stiefvater. My senior year was 
also my first year at the NSHS Herald. I joined the Herald 
because I wanted to practice writing and editing outside of 
school assignments. Most of the time, my motivation comes 
from wanting to receive good grades on assignments, but I 
am currently trying to break this habit. Of course, I still want 
to earn good grades in school, but I know that my motivation 
should also come from other places–especially since I will 
not be in school forever.

I am so fortunate to be graduating with my Associate 
of Arts degree this semester. I am very excited about 
majoring in theater technology at UNLV, and figuring out 
what career path in this field makes me the happiest. I

started becoming
involved in
theater when I
was in the fourth
grade. a
humanities
elective (at my
elementary
school) put on
one production
for each grade

level throughout the school year. Being in plays soon became
my favorite thing to do. I preferred to perform on stage until
my first and second years of high school. Instead, I
volunteered to help out on costume and set crews. I
constantly learned new things and worked hands-on with
garments and plywood. It was all so interesting to me and
kept me engaged. I want to start a career in theater
technology because it keeps me motivated and interested in
projects that aren’t just for grades.
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