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resh of the press with the January issue! Happy New Year, Renegades! Hopefully you’ve had plenty of time to 
rest, recover, and visit with your loved ones. In this issue, we have some reviews, advice, and hard hitting news in 
store for you. Go ahead and grab your favorite winter drink, sit back, and enjoy these wonderful articles!

Application Adversities

Writer: Thalia Hart

Editor: Blen Teka

College admissions season is in 
full swing. As deadlines 
approach, high school seniors 
everywhere are racing  the 
clock to get applications 
in. I interviewed 
Southwest’s Abrak Woubante 
about her experience with 
college application season.

Interviewer: So first, tell me 
about yourself.

Abrak: I’m a senior at 
Southwest. I also work as a 
part-time student worker at the 
Southwest Campus. Majoring in 
Computer Science is currently 
the goal.

Interviewer: How are your 
applications going so far?

Abrak: Applications are going 
okay. I am still deciding which 
schools are worth my effort and 
time. Finding schools,

New Year Resolutions Interview

Writer: Taylor Ward

Editor: Baylie Bybee

As we embrace 2022 with open arms, Herald writer 
Taylor Ward queried Nevada State students and educators 
about their resolutions for 2022.

Northwest EAC Ms. Vega states, “My New Year’s 
resolution is to keep up with my side gig. I was creating and 
teaching my own K-12 virtual classes for a while over the 
past two years but took a break from it. A few hundred extra 
dollars every month was nice. I want to do that again or 
create and sell curriculum as a passive income. From an 
enterprising perspective, my advice to others is to have a 
hobby, get good at something, and find a way to make 
money from it.”Ms. Vega's dedication is genuinely

inspirational and something we can certainly learn from.

Nevada State students have some inspiring goals of 
their own. A Summerlin senior offers a candid 
heart-warming confession: “This year is going to be my last 
year as a minor. It’s kind of scary because adult life is 
stressful, and I’m going to miss freeloading off my parents. 
So, my New Year's resolutions are to live life to the fullest 
extent while I can, going out and just having fun without 
worrying about the consequences.” Southwest junior states 
how her New Year’s resolution is “to practice better time 
management and to become more of a planner instead of 
just playing things by [the] ear!” A Northwest junior reflects 
on the important things, deciding “to go after what I want

and to stop doing things for other people’s approval rather

than my own approval. I want to stop looking for outside

validation and get that for myself.” For others, a resolution

calls for both big and small tasks. A Northwest senior states

her dream saying, “I want to save enough to go on a summer

vacation with my friends to travel the world before school

starts up again in the fall.”

Mrs. Naito, the Office Manager from the Northwest 
Campus, stated that one big goal she wants to achieve is 

“practicinggood self-care. At Nevada State HS,  we're
standards for ourselves. Our core value, Be Committed,

means that we always give it our all and put forward our

best efforts with every aspect. With this dedication, it is

Renegade Rec: A

Darker Shade of Magic

Writer: Kayla Roberts

Editor: Dianna Choummanyvong

What’s up, Renegades!

I’m back with yet another

book review. If you have been

here since our first volume of

the Herald, you already know

who the author is. That’s right,

the excellent V.E. Schwab.

Today I’m going to talk about

her Shades of Magic series. To

put this series simply, it is

about magicians, parallel

worlds, pirates, and thieves.

This is the series that got me

into fantasy. It has some of the

best world-building I have

ever read. I honestly felt like I

was stepping into this magical

world and experiencing the

events first-hand. It truly is an

incredible adventure.

The first book is A

Darker Shade of Magic, and

this is where it all begins. We



especially out-of-state schools, 
that take credits from CSN is a 
feat in itself.

Interviewer: Do you have any 
advice for current and/ or 
future applicants?

Abrak: UH, go to all the college 
events you can! You have to 
make connections. More 
importantly, make connections 
at the schools you are 
interested in. Also, start 
thinking about applications in 
your junior year. Getting 
recommendation letters is 
difficult, so picking up a few 
teachers’ Christmas gifts would 
not hurt.

Interviewer: Last question…

What are you going to do to 
celebrate getting all of your 
applications submitted?

Abrak: Self-care. I am going to 
take a break from everything.

The Common App:

What is it & How to Use it: A 
Guide for Incoming Seniors

Writer: Esther Brownstein 
Editor: Dianna Choummanyvong

The last semester has been 
tense for seniors

concerned with college

applications. There are fees,

documents, letters of

recommendation, and more.

But, don’t fret, juniors! Seniors

have tips about navigating the

Common App that you can

utilize next year. First, what is

the Common App? The

Common App is a valuable and

time-saving tool for students

applying to multiple colleges.

Instead of spending hours on

various application sites, you

important to balance each meaningful facet in our lives,

including taking care of ourselves. My goal for the new year

is to supplement the professional side of my life with

healthy self-care habits such as celebrating successes no

matter how big or small, participating in hobbies and

activities, connecting with family and friends, and taking

time just to relax and live in the moment. I will also finally

schedule that dentist appointment that I’ve been putting

off.”

Whether it’s traveling or keeping your grades afloat,

readers, I encourage you to consider positive and nurturing

goals for 2022.

Oxford HS Shooting

Writers: Chloe Grant

Editor: Jade Leanne Supnet

Source: Oakland County Sheriff’s Office

School shootings are a tragedy that are all too common 
in the United States. As an attempt to lessen the effects of 
these horrendous acts, authorities have been desperately 
searching for a way to prevent more shootings from taking 
place. In one of the most recent school shooting cases, an 
event that unfolded on November 30th of this year, both the 
staff of Oxford High School and the parents of the shooter 
are being held accountable for their lack of precaution taken 
towards this catastrophe.

A clear chain of events took place in the conspiring of 
this shooting. According to the Oakland County Sheriff’s 
Office, November 26th marked the day when the shooter, 
Ethan Crumbley, received the gun he would later use in 
the attack that would take place just four days later. A day 
later, his mother, Jennifer Crumbley, posted on social media 
about a ‘mother-son day’ testing out Ethan’s new Christmas 
Present. Two days after, November 29th, a teacher 
reported seeing Ethan scrolling through ammunition 
for his new gun to the school’s counseling

meet Kell, a unique magician

(an Antari) who can use blood

magic and travel between the

parallel worlds. Only two

Antari exist between all four

worlds, so his abilities are

rare. These special abilities

land him a job as the royal

ambassador, sent to keep the

peace between the worlds.

However, Kell has a

dangerous hobby, one I can’t

go too much into. This hobby

gets him into significant

trouble, and the fate of many

lives depends on him to fix his

mistake.

This book has it all. Incredible

world-building, excellent

character development, it’s

plot-driven, and the stakes are

extremely high. If anyone ever

needs a book

recommendation, this is it. I

finished all three books in a

matter of days. They were just

that good.

Spiderman Story

(Spoiler Free)

Writer: Lukas Hu

Editor: Baylie Bybee

Writer: Lukas Hu

Editor: Baylie Bybee

Swoosh! Spider-Man

once again swung into

theaters on December 17,

2021, as thousands of excited

fans (and most likely many

Nevada State students)

bought their tickets to see

the new film, Spider-Man:

No Way Home. The third

installment of the MCU’s

rebooted Spider-Man

franchise is the fourth film in

Phase Four of the Marvel

Cinematic Universe and

possibly the most anticipated

one. The film saw a massive

opening weekend with a



fill out one application to send 
to your desired colleges. Here 
are two seniors imparting some 
information and tips on 
conquering the Common App.

Sandra Quick, a senior at 
Sunrise, suggests that students 
“read through all the questions 
they ask and write down what 
you don’t know before 
completing it so you can ask 
your guardian for help. That 
way, later, you can answer all 
those tough questions in one 
sitting.”

Ashley Scott, a senior at 
Henderson, advises students to 
“get started early! The prompts 
are typically the same for the 
essays, so you can start drafting 
during the summer of your 
junior year. [Starting early] will 
ensure that you have plenty of 
time to get a working draft and 
… make any edits that you need 
to over time. Take a deep 
breath and relax. There’s a 
school out there for you! You’ll 
find your place.”

With these invaluable tips, 
juniors hopefully can avoid 
some stress next year during 
application season. Happy 
Spring Semester, Renegades!

Follow us on Instagram!

@nevada_state_herald

office. The counselors eventually deduced that Ethan was 
not a threat to himself or others, and sent him back to class.

The final day seemed to be the most jarring. Early in the 
morning, Ethan’s teacher reported a cryptic drawing Ethan 
had made on his geometry test. Reportedly, the drawing had 
a picture of the gun along with the caption ‘the thoughts 
won’t stop, help me’. More text read ‘blood everywhere’, ‘my 
life is useless’ and ‘the world is dead’. The parents and 
counselor once again confirm that Ethan was not a harm 
to himself or others, and the Crumbley parents denied a 
request made to take Ethan home. Oxford High 
School staff demanded that the Crumbley parents seek 
counseling for Ethan within 48 hours, lest they be 
reported to Child Protective Services. Ethan was 
allowed to return to the classroom. Later on that 
day, Ethan exited the school bathroom with the gun and 
opened fire, killing four students and injuring six others, 

including one teacher.

An hour after deputies arrested Ethan, Jennifer 
Crumbley texted, ‘Ethan don’t do it,’ to her son. A few 
minutes later, James Crumbley, Ethan’s father, called 911 
to report the gun missing, and told authorities he believed 
that the active shooter might have been his son.

Ethan was charged as an adult for murder and 
terrorism on December 1st, but deputies were not able to 
apprehend the parents until December 4th after launching 
a manhunt for the missing couple. James and Jennifer 
Crumbley were found hiding and charged with involuntary 
manslaughter. Many feel that had the Crumbley family 
made a better decision, or had the Oxford High School 
staff been more assertive, perhaps this tragedy would not 

have taken place.

If you ever feel as though there is a threat in your 
community that is not taken seriously, please contact your 
local sheriff’s department immediately.

Students may also send in an anonymous tip via 
SafeVoice. Use the SafeVoice app or call 1-833-216-SAFE 
(7233) to make a report.

$600 million global debut -

not only a post-pandemic

record, but the third-highest

global opening ever.

The film sees the

return of the titular

character’s actor, Tom

Holland, and Zendaya,

Benedict Cumberbatch,

Jacob Batalon, Marisa

Tomei, and Jon Favreau as

they also reprise their

respective roles. In the film, 
Peter Parker grapples with 
the exposure of his identity, 
which was revealed in the 
previous movie, 
Spider-Man: Far From 
Home, and enlists the help of 
Cumberbatch’s Doctor 
Strange.

As many beloved 
characters have been teased 
in the trailers, the stakes 
have been set incredibly 
high, with some arguing that 
it matches the anticipation of 
2019’s Avengers: Endgame. 
The general critical reception 
has been overwhelmingly 
favorable thus far as many 
believe it has lived up to the 
hype. On the website Rotten 
Tomatoes, 94% of critics 
have given the film a positive 
review.

To see if it indeed lived 
up to the hype, you can find 
out for yourself in 
theaters right now. If you 
have already seen it, please 
don’t spoil it for others. 
Enjoy watching, Renegades!



About the Editor

Writer: Dianna Choummanyvong

Editor: Blen Teka

Greetings, Renegades! I’m one of your new Herald 
Editors, surfacing from the shadows, Dianna 
Choummanyvong. I’ll apologize in advance for making you 
read my last name–it’s a doozy.

After a few weeks of

being part of the Herald,

it’s safe to say I like being

part of our school

newsletter. It is quite an

experience to work

alongside peers and create

articles for you all to read. Besides being part of the Herald, 
I like to do many things, usually unrelated to homework. 
These things typically take up more time than I would like, 
but I enjoy doing them. Flag football consumes the most 
time–it loves to occupy the afternoon and evening times for 
me. It’s also the only sport I have enthusiastically played 
since freshmen year (minus the distance learning year).  I 
must also (sadly)  admit that I spend the majority of my time 
starting and never finishing so many dramas–typically 
Asian dramas ranging from romance to action and lots of 
mystery/crime-related. However, I also like to read, and I 
used to be a huge book nerd in middle school–I haven’t read 
as much lately, but I’m working on including some reading 

time into my schedule. However, I did spend a 
substantial time reading online novels my freshman year. 

Oh! And don’t get me started on music. Since middle 
school, I have cultivated an intense obsession with 

discovering new artists, songs, and genres–mainly 
chill rock, Korean R&B, and K-pop–consuming so 

many songs along the way. My brain is practically fried. As 
for my future, I’m still hardcore considering the details, 

but I’m confident that I want to stick in the physical 
science field and anything related to environmental 

science.

I hope you all had a great break, and thanks again for 
sticking around–we appreciate all our readers!

About the Writer

Writer: Thalia Hart

Editor: Blen Teka

Greetings, our gracious readers! My name is Thalia

Hart, and I am a writer for the Herald. Writing is a hobby of

mine. I hope to become an author at some point in my life.

Since I’ve read many young adult novels, I have convinced

myself I will write the best one yet. A few of my favorite

authors are Jason Reynolds, Adam Silvera, and S. E. Hinton.

Reading has become a personality trait at this point. You can

guarantee that I have a book on me. I read The Outsiders on

a plane recently, and I was ugly crying in front of 79 random

people. To make matters worse, I was wearing a cow print

bucket hat. I rationalize the semi-embarrassing moment by

thinking: at least I was the best dressed crying person on the

plane.

My outward appearance has been an important part of

my identity. I put particular emphasis on my external

appearance because it makes 
me happy. I like wearing cow 
pants and fuzzy bucket hats. I 
like wearing matching sets 
and my colorful turtleneck 
collection. Fashion has helped 
me navigate my identity this 
past year.

If it wasn't for my job 
at Marco’s Pizza, I wouldn't 
be able to fund my book and 
clothing addiction. Having a 
job is the most stressful yet 
rewarding experience I have 
ever had. The relationships 
that I have created there will 
follow me for a long time. If

I'm not at school, I'm there. They have seen me at my worst

and my best. I have a real support system there.

I have no idea who Thalia is. All I know right now is

that Thalia loves reading books. Thalia loves making a

statement with her fits everywhere she goes. Most

importantly, Thalia will be the best-dressed neuroscientist

out there.
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