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 he holiday season is upon us and the Herald has prepared a variety of presents for our readers this month! 
With three new members on our team, we’ve been able to add a Sports section for the avid fans out there and 
a Current Events section where our writers discuss contemporary global issues and happenings. To get you 
in the festive spirit, check out our article on local organizations you can donate to this season or the section 
where we asked our own students how they usually spend the holidays. Happy Holidays from the Nevada 
State Herald to you! 

 
 

SPORTS 
 

Mid-NFL Season Recap 
Writer: Lukas Hu 
Editor: Baylie Bybee 
     In a year unlike any other, 
America has seen somewhat of a 
return to normalcy with the NFL 
season having been in action 
since September. Fan-favorite 
stars including Patrick 
Mahomes, DeAndre Hopkins, 
and last year’s MVP, Lamar 
Jackson, have returned to the 
field much to the pleasure of the 
NFL’s audience.  
     Contenders have emerged in 
the NFL with the reigning Super 
Bowl Champions, Kansas City 
Chiefs, looking just as dominant 
as their title-winning team as 
well as the Seattle Seahawks and 
Green Bay Packers, led by MVP 
candidates Russell Wilson and 
Aaron Rodgers respectively. To 
the surprise of many, the 
Pittsburgh Steelers, led by a 
resurgent Ben Roethlisberger, 
have risen to become one of the 
favorites to win the title this year 
with being the last team to 
remain undefeated.  
     As exciting as the NFL season 
has been, it hasn’t been a 
spectacle for fans of the New 
York Jets, being the last team to 
remain winless. The season has 
also unfortunately seen its fair 

 

 
HOLIDAY DONATION CENTERS 

 
SafeNest 

 
Writer: Jamie English  
Editor: Baylie Bybee 
 
     SafeNest is a non-profit organization that advocates ending 
domestic abuse. Since 1977, SafeNest has provided special 
services for abused women and children, as well as a 24 hour, 
7 days a week crisis hotline. Over the past years, the 
organization has launched an abundance of new, free services 

such as counseling, 
an expansion of 
shelters, and dona- 
tion centers. Safe- 
Nest’s donations have 
ranged from the 
generous donations 

of cars to the thoughtful donations of clothes. This holiday 
season, you also have the opportunity to give something more 
to those who are less fortunate. You can contribute by hosting 
toy or donation drives, mailing in encouraging messages or 
gift cards, or shopping for items on a domestic abuse 
survivor’s wish list. Remember that no gift is too small; even a 
gently used t-shirt would be fine. You must schedule an 
appointment time for all holiday drop off and drive donations 
by emailing SafeNest’s donation email, 
donationdrive@safenest.org. Make sure you DO NOT wrap 
your item if it has already been used and is out of its 
packaging. For more information about SafeNest’s Holiday 
Giving 2020, please can contact SafeNest via email at 
donationdrive@safenest.org or visit their website at 
https://safenest.org/holidays/.  

 
 

 

RENEGADE REC! 
 

BTS’ New Album: BE 
Writer: Charlize Chen 
Editor: Michaella Gazala 

 
    There are no amount of 
words that could describe my 
excitement for introducing this 
album, one that came at a time 
when it was most needed. 
Since mid-October, the Korean 
band, BTS, has been dropping 
teasers and hinting at the 
release of their new album: BE. 
You may recognize this group 
from their recent hit, 
“Dynamite”: the group’s first 
all-English disco song that 
helped them score their first 
ever Grammy nomination for 
2021 Best Pop Duo/Group 
Performance. BTS is back with 
a self-produced album, with 
the members making more 
lyrical, visual, production, and 
videographical contributions 
than ever before. Titled by 
“Life Goes On,” BE reflects on 
our lives during the pandemic, 
aiming to send a message of 
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share of displeasure with stars 
such as Saquon Barkley and Dak 
Prescott receiving season-
ending injuries.  

     Arguably the greatest of all 
time, Tom Brady, has found a 
new home with the Buccaneers, 
leading a perennial bottom tier 
team into a prime position to 
make the playoffs for the first 
time since 2007. With a couple 
of weeks left to go, it’s still yet to 
be seen who will be primed for a 
disappointing end or a position 
for the ultimate goal of winning 
Super Bowl LV. 
 

1.1 CURRENT EVENTS: 
Biden Policies 

 
Writers: Jordan-Sky Magee, Charlize 
Chen 
Editor: Chayil Benoit  

 

     After a week of the world 
relentlessly checking updates of 
the U.S. election, Joe Biden was 
officially projected to be United 
State’s 46th President-Elect on 
November 7th with Kamala 
Harris as his Vice President- 
Elect. In the Herald’s first 
Current Events article, we’ll be 
introducing a few of the Presi- 
dent Elect’s plans for the next 
four years. 
     Biden will be inheriting a 
broken economy with the 
COVID-19 virus and millions of 
newly unemployed Americans at 
its core. In this transition 
period, Joe Biden has esta- 
blished a COVID-19 task force of 
public health experts. Together 
they will expand testing sites, 
increase pro- duction of PPE 

Nevada Partnership for Homeless Youth 
 
Writer: Rylee Harrison 
Editor: Baylie Bybee 
 

Nevada Partnership for Homeless Youth aims to end 
youth homelessness in Southern Nevada. Since NPHY’s 
creation nearly 19 years ago, they have created various 
services for young victims of homelessness in Southern 
Nevada, such as their crisis hotline open 24/7. NPHY accepts 
cash donations through their website at any time as well. A 
recurring donation option of any desired amount monthly, 
quarterly, or annually is available if you want to continuously 
donate. NPHY also has numerous volunteer opportunities 
that you can apply for with the information on their website. 
For donations, items like gift cards (restaurants, grocery 
stores, Target, Walmart, Regal Theatres, and long-distance 
phone calls), batteries (AA/AAA), bus passes, snacks/frozen 
food, hand warmers, and clothing items (new or gently-used) 
are accepted by NPHY. If these donations are intended for the 
holiday season, these unwrapped, new gifts must be dropped 
off by December 18. NPHY will accept donations even after 
this date, but they will not be considered as a part of their 
holiday season gifts. Hours for NPHY’s Drop-In Center are 8 
a.m.- 7 p.m. Monday-Friday. Hopefully many will use this 
charitable opportunity to help the homeless youth in 
Southern Nevada this holiday season. 

    Photos from SafeNest and NPHY websites 

 
HOLIDAY INTERVIEWS 

 
Writer: Taylor Ward 
Editor: Michaella Gazala 

Keen to learn more about the culture that Nevada State 
High School students are involved in, the Herald interviewed 
a couple of Renegade students, Jade Ramirez-Barraza and 
Sasha Kindred, juniors currently attending the Summerlin 
Campus with varying approaches of how they view and 
celebrate the holidays.  

When I asked Jade about her holiday traditions, she 
informed me how she viewed the holidays differently than 
others. “I start off the day meditating because I am Buddhist. 
Honestly, I don’t even celebrate [the] holidays like Christmas 
and stuff, but societal pressure, am I right? Anyway, I 
typically give out gifts to a few friends that celebrate and 
spend the day watching Brad Pitt movies.” When I asked 
Sasha the same question, she said, “The holidays are my 
favorite time of the year. I like having something to look 
forward to; it does wonders for increasing my motivation to 
work hard during the school semester so that I can relax 

comfort, consolation, and 
hope. The youngest member 
directs the music video, which 
showcases BTS' life before, 
during, and what they await 
after the pandemic with a 
rawness and singularity that 
only BTS can achieve. After 
listening to the album 
countless times through, I can 
say that “Life Goes On,” “Blue 
and Grey,” and “Telepathy” left 
the greatest impressions on 
me; I encourage you to give 
them and the entire album a 
listen!  
     I urge you to listen first, 
with an open mind. Then, 
search up the English 
translations of their lyrics 
while listening a second time. 
Perhaps you’ll be able to 
understand why they’ve gained 
such a loyal, unyielding 
fanbase: it is the vulnerability 
and honesty they weave into 
their lyrics that touch the souls 
of listeners who dared to look 
closer. 
 

1.2 CURRENT EVENTS: 
Biden Policies 

 
Writers: Jordan-Sky Magee, 
Charlize Chen 
Editor: Chayil Benoit  
 

    To address climate change, 
Biden has proposed a Clean 
Energy Revolution that tackles 
the threat of global warming 
through incentivizing climate 
innovation and creating energy 
jobs with a federal budget 
partly derived from private 
sector investments and tax 
cuts. The Biden-Harris team 
will produce proposals 
addressing environ- mental 
injustice in high-risk 
communities, granting POC 
and low-income sectors federal 
protection.  



 
 

 

(personal protection 
equipment), invest in vaccine 
manufacturing, and work with 
local government officials to 
implement mask mandates 
nationwide.  
     With the spread of COVID-19, 
countless American families 
were left without a stable 
income. To rebuild the economy, 
Biden plans on offering 
unemployment in- surance, 
reversing tax cuts for those with 
an annual income of $400K or 
more, assisting in small business 
recovery, and improving racial 
equity. The Biden-Harris team 
also strives towards a “clean 
energy future,” which includes a 
resilient economy that invests in 
green infrastructure.  
 

Follow us on Instagram!  

@nevada_state_herald 

 
Renegades! Noah Varao here, 
one of the managers of the 
official Nevada State Herald 
Instagram! If you’re interested 
in frequent updates about the 
newsletter as well as infor- 
mation on how your own 
stories could be featured in 
future issues, please give us a 
follow! Please make sure to 
spread the word, and keep the 
Renegade spirit!  

during winter break. I have a huge family, and we usually go 
all out for Thanksgiving and Christmas. Everyone in my 
family prepares a lot of food and decorates extensively. Other 
than going overboard, we do not have too many unique 
traditions except for St. Nicholas. St. Nicholas occurs on 
December 6th [every year]. Children place their boots outside 
of their door, and in the morning, the boots are filled with 
presents and candies.” When asked whether their plans of 
celebration had been impacted due to COVID-19 restrictions, 
they both had different responses. Ramirez commented, 
“Honestly, the COVID-19 restrictions don’t truly impact me 
because I wasn’t planning on 
celebrating [the holidays] anyways.” 
On the other hand, Kindred stated, 
“Covid-19 has made it difficult for 
everyone to spend quality time with 
their families and loved ones during 
the holidays. I know that it has 
definitely impacted my mood. 
However, I'm not going to let the 
circumstances stop me from making 
the best out of this time of the year. My 
favorite part about the holidays is 
spreading cheer, and I plan to continue doing that by sending 
gifts.”  

When I posed the question if either Kindred or 
Ramirez were feeling the holiday spirit this year or if they 
were just waiting for 2020 to be over, Kindred delivered a 
heartwarming message on how for her, it’s “a mixture of both. 
I tend to get very cynical when it comes to the events of this 

year, and I cannot wait 
for 2021 - hopefully, it is 
much better. I still want 
to feel the ‘holiday 
spirit,’ so I've decided 
that I'll just have to get 
creative/put in a little 
more effort to do things 
that make me feel 
festive. These include 

creating personalized gifts for my loved ones from home, 
decorating the house in a lively manner, etc.” As for Ramirez, 
well, she stated one of the most relatable comments I have 
ever had the pleasure of hearing in response to feeling the 
holiday cheer. “Dude, are you kidding - we have the Winter 
Spiced Cranberry Sprites back, of course, I am!”  

With this, I leave you. Happy holidays, Renegades, and 
stay safe!  

 
 
 

 

  At his President-Elect 
acceptance speech, Biden pro- 
missed to “restore the soul of 
America,” something he be- 
lives is achievable with each of 
the policies in his plan. “Let us 
be […] a nation united, a 
nation strengthened, a nation 
healed,” he declared at the 
speech’s conclusion.  
     If you’d like to know more, 
check out Joe Biden’s vision to 
Build Back Better:  
https://joebiden.com/joes-vision/# 

 
Sources: 

Soucheray, Stephanie. “US Job Losses Due to 
COVID-19 Highest since Great Depression.” 
CIDRAP, University of Minnesota, 8 May 2020, 
www.cidrap.umn.edu/news-perspective/2020/05/us-
job-losses-due-covid-19-highest-great-depression. 

Stevens, Matt. “Read Joe Biden's President-Elect 
Acceptance Speech: Full Transcript.” The New York 
Times, The New York Times, 8 Nov. 2020, 
www.nytimes.com/article/biden-speech-
transcript.html.  

Each month, we will be asking 
for your stories as it relates to 
our monthly article. If you 
want to write a story for us or 
be interviewed, contact us at 
our email! If your story is 
chosen or you are chosen to be 
inter- viewed, you will be 
rewarded two social points. 
For January, we are asking 
students to share their new 
year’s resolutions. If you’d like 
to contribute, our email is 
listed below. We look forward 
to your submissions!  

Email us at 
nevadastateherald@gmail.com 

Sasha Kindred ‘22 

Jade Ramirez-Barraza ‘22  



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

About the Photo Editor/Graphics Manager 
 
Nyah Molloy is our photo editor and graphics manager. As 

a junior here at Nevada State High School, she spends most of her 
free time taking or 
editing photos, painting, 
and drawing, playing 
lacrosse, or listening to a 
wide variety of music.  

She fell in love 
with art and 
photography early in 
middle school, around 
the 6th or 7th grade, and 
has worked hard 
towards becoming better 
at it. Taking every 
opportunity she can to 
practice and work on her 
skills, her main focus is 
landscape photography, 
but she also works with 
a wide spectrum of other 
genres including 
portraits, sports, architecture, wildlife, and many others, as her 
art is not limited to one specific genre. Nyah’s main goal is to be 
able to become a big name photographer and artist, and 
potentially have her work featured in galleries around the world— 
all while she is traveling to new places and exploring new lands, 
finding inspiration in the most hidden of wonders everywhere she 
goes. She believes that through her art and photography, she can 
remind everyone that even in the darkest of places, there's beauty 
in everything we see.  

“You just have to find it, no matter how far you must walk, 
or how closely you must look to see it. Beauty is not just one 
singular thing or style or ideation. Beauty is what we make it out 
to be, beauty is anything our hearts desire; we just have to open 
up our eyes enough to see it.” 

 
Nyah Molloy 
Photo Editor/Graphics Manager 
For the Nevada State Herald 
 
Editor: Chayil Benoit 

About the Social Media Manager 
 
Season’s greetings, Renegades! My name is Noah 

Varao and I’m one of the managers of the Herald’s official 
Instagram. My role is to ensure that all students are informed 
about future publications of the Herald while also making 
sure that Nevada State High School students are informed of 
opportunities to have their moment of spotlight in the 
newsletter. I’m pursuing a career in the film industry; I’m 
hoping to either become a film director, director of 
photography, camera man, or concept artist.  As long as I’m 

working with editing software 
and a camera, I’m happy! 

When I’m not creating 
social media posts for the 
newsletter’s Instagram (as you 
do when you’re a big-time 
social media man like myself), 
I like to watch movies, 
especially Spider Man 2, draw, 
play video games on my PS4, 
and eat sushi.  While I still 
have lots of room to grow in 
my art, I love working on it. 
Never stop practicing! I’m sure 
I’ll be good at drawing 
someday. I really enjoy 
drawing characters from 
movies or comics, but if you 
look through my sketchbook, 
you’ll see that it’s mainly 

Spider-Man. On that note, I also collect comics! The main 
reason I started collecting them is because of the art and 
dialogue that is featured in each one.  I have about 230 of 
them (and counting) stored in long boxes in my closet 
surrounded by Marvel and Star Wars memorabilia. I love the 
Marvel and Star Wars franchise, I envisioned myself in these 
alternate realities. I’ve practically turned my bedroom into a 
museum of my Marvel and Star Wars collections.  

I love working for this team, and I hope you’re all 
enjoying our newsletter as well! Happy holidays! 
 
Noah Varao 
Social Media Manager 
For the Nevada State Herald 
 
Editor: Chayil Benoit 
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