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BRIEFING MEMORANDUM 

TO: SPCSA Board 

FROM: Patrick Gavin 

SUBJECT: Nevada State High School amendment request pursuant to NAC 386.3265 

DATE: December 1, 2015 December 3, 2015 

 

Summary of Request: 

Nevada State High School has requested permission to pursue the acquisition of a new facility in 

East Las Vegas.  The new campus would open with approximately 150 students in 2016-17 and is 

projected to serve 250 students at capacity.     

 

Background 

Nevada State High School was approved by the State Board of Education in 2010 and opened in the 

fall of that year.  It currently operates under a written charter which will expire in 2016.  It has 

submitted a request for expedited renewal which will also be considered today.  The school has not 

received any notices of concern or breach related to its academic, financial, or organizational 

performance.  The school has operated as a 5 Star school since the inception of the NSPF and was 

ranked as Exceeds in 2013 and Exceptional in 2014 on the SPCSA Academic Framework.   

 

Recommendation: Approve with Conditions 

The school meets the current criteria for approval for a new facility pursuant to the most recent 

revisions to NAC and has participated thoughtfully in the new amendment request process in a 

manner which demonstrates the capacity to effectively govern and operate a new campus.  It is 

important to note that the school’s unique dual-enrollment model serving 11th and 12th grade 

students who receive the majority of their instruction on college campuses presents some challenges 

in participating in the menu of diversification strategies that the SPCSA has articulated in 

evaluating expansion requests.  The staff’s analysis of this school’s context and those diversification 

options is provided below: 

 Operating a Weighted Lottery:  Because the school has historically accepted all interested 

students, the school has operated on a rolling admissions basis and has not had to operate a 

lottery or maintain a wait list.  Consequently, a weighted lottery is not applicable in this 

instance.   
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 Providing a Broad or the Full Continuum: Given the inclusion nature of the dual-enrollment 

program and the school’s reliance on higher education partnerships—including the disability 

services offices at the local colleges--it is unclear whether mandating a broader continuum is 

appropriate in this particular context.  

 Participation in the NSLP program:  As a program which sends students to college 

campuses, the school is not in a position to offer a breakfast or lunch program.   

 State/Federal Pre-K program: As a very small high school, the option of directly operating 

a subsidized pre-K program would not provide a diversification feeder, the primary purpose 

behind that option.  However, a future partnership with an East Las Vegas charter school 

which offers the Pre-K program might provide pregnant and parenting students enrolled at 

NSHS who are unable to participate in a college based pre-K program with an additional 

support, depending on alignment of that school’s schedule with the schedule of the NSHS 

student. Recommended condition: Staff suggest that the Board request that the school to 

explore the feasibility of that option during the first and second year of implementation and 

report back to the Board. 

 

It is important to note that Nevada State High School is pursuing this expansion to provide a dual-

enrollment opportunity to students in East Las Vegas, one of the state’s most under-served 

communities.  The willingness of an operator which has typically been located in suburban 

locations to a neighborhood with far more challenges should be encouraged.  Moreover, the SPCSA  

Board retains significant discretion in making expansion amendment decisions, as the criteria 

adopted by the Board have not been enshrined in regulation and are not rules of general 

applicability.  Rather, they are guidelines intended to serve the broader objective of cultivating an 

SPCSA student population that is more reflective of the diversity of this state.  Approving the 

expansion of Nevada State High School to East Las Vegas is an action which will support that goal.     

 

As the school is submitting this request well in advance of executing on a lease or sale, staff 

requests that the initial approval be granted as one strategic amendment to acquire and operate a 

facility in East Las Vegas and serving the grade levels and student enrollment identified in the 

request.  Staff further requests delegated authority to grant additional technical amendments and 

approvals in upon receipt of documentation and other items required under NAC to occupy the 

buildings over the course of the next several years.  This approval is consistent with the mechanism 

the Authority Board uses to permit the incorporation of pre-opening requirements for new schools 

into the charter contract without the delay and complexity attendant to additional board review.   


